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Process:

▪ Students were shown Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa and Frida Kahlo’s Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace 
and Hummingbird and were asked to complete a Venn diagram. Afterwards the class discussed the two 
pieces to examine the artists’ intent and characteristics of style. A 2nd Venn Diagram documents student 
growth from the pre-assessment.  

▪ The art assignment was to create a realistic self-portrait using correct placement and facial proportion 
with pencil and Sharpie on white paper.  Secondly, students were to create a symbolic Day of the Dead 
portrait or self-portrait using marker, tissue paper, and glitter on white paper.  As a culminating activity 
the student evaluated and analyzed their own work in a final Venn Diagram and wrote a short 
explanation for their preference in type of portrait.

Lesson Objective:

▪ TLW learn about the history of portraiture, including Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci and Self-Portrait 
with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird by Frida Kahlo

▪ TLW draw a self-portrait, recognizing details and correctly rendering size and placement of features

▪ TLW learn about Frida Kahlo and create an artwork using symbols in a Day of the Dead portrait.  

Domain:

▪ This artifact represents the Respond domain.  

▪ Student growth is shown from pre-instructional Venn diagram to post-instructional Venn diagram of the 
artworks Mona Lisa by da Vinci and Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird by Frida Kahlo.  
Final student artworks are included with a Venn diagram to compare and contrast their own work and a 
written statement explaining which type of portrait they preferred making.
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Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and 
Hummingbird, Frida Kahlo

Mona Lisa, 
Leonardo da Vinci

Mona Lisa Similarities Self-Portrait with 
Thorn Necklace and 
Hummingbird

• Portrait
• By Leonardo da Vinci
• No symbols or clues 
• Mysterious because 

we don’t know why 
she is smiling or what 
she is thinking about

• Portraits
• Communicating 

ideas to the viewer

• Self-portrait
• By Frida Kahlo
• Uses symbols  
• She expresses ideas 

through symbols so 
the viewer 
understands how she 
feels.
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TASK #1 VENN DIAGRAM Evaluating the work of others

TASK #2:  VENN DIAGRAM Analyzing their own work

Realistic Self-Portrait Similarities Day of the Dead Self-Portrait

Realistic
Self-Portrait

Portraits
Communicating ideas to the 
viewer

Portrait or self-portrait
Symbols

In addition to this basic criteria the student needed to respond 
to their own work by analyzing the portraits for meaning and/or 
purpose.  They also needed to write a statement to evaluate 
their preference for one type of portrait.
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Mona Lisa Similarities Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and Hummingbird

• Portrait
• Hard to smile for a long time
• Why is she smiling
• Only portrait with smiling 

person
• Happy
• Painter name – Leonardo
• Painter is from Italy
• Don’t know why she is smiling
• Smokey shadows
• Shows how she looks
• What is she thinking
• Landscape
• Painter became famous for 

smoky shadows
• No symbols

• Women
• Realistic
• Landscape
• Telling us something

• Self-portrait
• Famous Mexican artist
• Her husband cheated on her for other women
• Thorn necklace – suf[fer], Jesus[‘s] crown
• Symbol to express her feelings
• Hum[m]ingbird – love charms, freedom
• She is in a bad time
• Butterfly – change
• Black cat- bad luck, takes away hum[m]ingbird

symbol
• Monkey – evil, present from [her husband]
• She had to suf[f]er car ac[c]ident
• She had 35 surgeries
• Had pain every day
• Frida Kahlo

Mona Lisa Similarities Self-Portrait with Thorn 
Necklace and Hummingbird

• She is grinning
• Nature
• Black dress on
• Her hair is not 

up.
• You can see her 

hands

• Both girls
• Plants
• Black hair
• Humans 

[portraits]

• A monkey on a girl’s 
shoulder

• She has a twig necklace.
• Animals
• White dress on
• She is [serious]
• She has her hair up

Pre-Assessment
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Text that is not highlighted denotes 
information that is not necessarily wrong, 
but is either vague or not critical for 
making connections.
Yellow meets criteria for proficient
Green  additional information denoting     

mastery

TASK 1:
Venn diagram 
assessment on Mona 
Lisa and Self-Portrait 
with Thorn Necklace 
and Hummingbird

In addition to meeting all 
criteria the student is able 
to give a few more facts 
about Mona Lisa and is 
able to list the symbols 
Kahlo used in this self-
portrait.
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Self-Portrait and Day of the Dead Inspired Portrait

Self-Portrait Similarities Day of the Dead Portrait

• Self-portrait
• Realistic
• I learned w[h]ere some 

of my body parts go on 
my head

• Black and white
• No symbols that 

represent us
• I learned how to draw 

eyes, nose, mouth, ears

Tell you something
Portraits

• Portrait
• Portrait of me
• Creative ideas
• Fire-roasting marshmallow
• Head phone-listening to music
• Music note- playing 

instrument
• Dia de los Muerto Portrait
• Waves – going to the beach
• Paintbrush – for painting
• Symbols that represent us
• I learned how to use symbols 

to represent me like Frida 
Kahlo

“I prefer to do a 
portrait like Frida 
Kahlo because I can 
be more creative.  
And I can add 
symbols and color to 
make it look good.  
That is why I would 
like to do a portrait 
like Frida Kahlo”

Task 2: 
Venn Diagram assessment of two 
portraits.  Write a statements 
about which you prefer and why.

This student more than sufficiently 
answered the prompts and explained 
that the realistic portrait taught him 
“how to draw eyes, nose, mouth, and 
ears.”  He explained all the symbols he 
used in his other self-portrait and how 
it was similar to the work of Kahlo.  He 
not only assesses the meaning of two 
famous portraits in the previous Venn 
Diagrams, he is able to apply the same 
criteria to his own portraits, evaluating 
them to determine which he prefers 
creating.  
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Mona Lisa by Da Vinci Similarities Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and 
Hummingbird by Kahlo

• Leonardo just wants to show how 
she looks like

• The portrait looks smoky.
• Shadows
• She is smiling
• The background is a landscape
• Leonardo da Vinci was the one who 

painted her
• It’s a mystery that she smiling 

because back then people didn’t 
smile 

• Mystery
• We don’t have clues
• Think about why she is smiling
• Why she is smiling
• No symbols
• What is Mona Lisa thinking
• Good mood

• Landscape at the back
• Wom[en]
• Realistic
• Portraits
• Trying to tell us 

something

o Frida Kahlo
o Self-portrait
o She has a monkey that means evil [Diego] gave it to 

her.
o A cat that means bad luck
o She used symbols because she wanted to tell us things 

about her.
o She was suffering
o She had 35 operations from a[n] accident
o She has a thorn necklace showing that she is in pain.
o She has butterflies in her hair which means reborn 

(crowns from Jesus)
o On her chest she has a hummingbird that mean 

freedom and love.
o Frida go divor[c]ed from her husband.  She is [i]n real 

pain.
o She has bad luck that she got divorced, she doesn’t 

have love.
o Her only hope is to start again.

Mona Lisa, da Vinci Similarities Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace 
and Hummingbird, Kahlo

• The background is 
full of lines and 
water

• She is sort of happy
• She is wearing a 

sort of like a gown
• Her hair down

• The 
background is 
water

• The  
[incomplete]

• She is laying down on some leaves like 
a pillow

• She is tangled with something that 
looks like a fishing net

• She is close to shore
• A dragon flying close to Frida 
• She has a pet
• Wrap[p]ed hair

Pre-Assessment

Post-Assessment

Text that is not highlighted denotes 
information that is not necessarily 
wrong, but is either vague or not critical 
for making connections.
Yellow meets criteria for proficient
Green additional information denoting     
mastery              

TASK 1:
Venn diagram 
assessment on Mona 
Lisa and Self-Portrait 
with Thorn Necklace 
and Hummingbird

In addition to proficient criteria 
this student is able to think 
more deeply about the works 
by listing “We don’t have clues” 
and “Think about why she is 
smiling” about  Mona Lisa.  She 
not only lists the symbols 
completely that Kahlo used she 
interprets them as well “Her 
only hope is to start again.”
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Task 2: 
Venn Diagram assessment of two 
portraits.  Write a statements about 
which you prefer and why.

Self-Portrait Similarities Day of the Dead Portrait

• Realistic portrait
• Black and white
• Middle of eye matches 

the mouth
• Doing the hair line lines 

up the ears
• The nose lines up the 

inner part of eye
• These are examples of 

how to draw a face

• Portraits
• Tell you 

something

• Selena Quintana is a Mexican wom[an] who 
died and was a famous singer

• Use symbols that represent things about the 
person

• We use color glitter
• It’s a skull
• Frida Ka[h]lo uses symbols to tell about herself
• The heart means love to her audience
• Music notes are music that she wrote
• Microphone means when she sang
• Diamonds are that she always shined
• Flower means that she [weared] a flower

I prefer to use 
symbol[s] because 
when people walk and 
see [my[ painting they 
have to stop and think 
about each symbol.  
My portrait is sim[iliar] 
to Frida’s work.  When 
doing the symbols we 
can’t give that much 
information [so]people 
have to think about it.

The student has explained how she 
created her realistic self-portrait 
using proportion.  Her Day of the 
Dea portrait includes symbols that 
she outlines in her assessment and 
states that “Frida Kahlo uses symbols 
to tell about herself”, showing that 
she is able to expertly analyze the 
work we have been studying.  In her 
statement she eloquently compares 
her work to Kahlo’s and insightfully 
states that she prefers symbolic 
portraiture: “…because when people 
walk and see my painting they have 
to stop and think about each 
symbol.”
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Mona Lisa Similarities Self-Portrait with 
Thorn Necklace and 
Hummingbird

• A woman 
sitting

• A stream
• Trees
• Sunset/noon

• Women [Portrait}
• Outside 

[Landscape]
• Green 

• A serious 
woman

• Monkey
• Cat 
• Nature
• Day time
• Insects
• Necklace that 

looks like a bird

Mona Lisa Similarities Self-Portrait with Thorn Necklace and 
Hummingbird

• We know what she looks like
• Smiling
• Smoky
• Sfumato
• Outside
• Mysterious
• Landscape
• Portrait
• What is she thinking
• No symbols
• Leonardo
• People don’t know why she is 

smiling

• Tell us ideas
• Women
• Portraits
• Outside
• Realistic
• Meaning
• Famous 

portraits
• landscape

• Frida Kahlo
• Monkey – symbol of Diego, she is addicted to her 

husband, causing pain
• Thorn necklace – suffering because of her back and 

her husband.  Jesus crown
• Black cat- things are taking away all her freedom
• Dead hummingbird
• She has no freedom
• Butterflies- she hopes things change
• Portrait
• Symbols to express feeling
• She is suffering
• Famous artist
• Mexican
• She had an accident
• 35 operations

Pre-Assessment

Post-Assessment

Text that is not highlighted denotes information 
that is not necessarily wrong, but is either 
vague or not critical for making connections.
Yellow meets criteria for proficient
Green additional information denoting 
mastery              

TASK 1:
Venn diagram 
assessment on 
Mona Lisa and 
Self-Portrait with 
Thorn Necklace 
and Hummingbird

This student is able to list several 
important facts for each portrait in 
addition to the criteria demonstrating 
proficiency.  She is also able to start 
applying the meaning of the symbols 
to Kahlo’s painting: “Monkey – symbol 
of Diego, she is addicted to her 
husband, causing pain” and “Black cat 
– things are taking away all her 
freedom”.  These statements show a 
mastery of analysis and evaluation of 
these two portraits.
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Task 2: 
Venn Diagram assessment of two 
portraits.  Write a statements about 
which you prefer and why.

Self-Portrait Similarities Day of the Dead Portrait

• I learned how to draw a face
• Realistic
• How I look
• Nose matches with the inner 

eye
• Eyebrows are higher up on 

girls
• Almond shape eyes
• I learned that the mouth 

lines up with the middle of 
the eye

• Portraits
• Shows us something
• people

• my grandmother had a strawberry bush
• Creative
• Symbols
• When my grandmother was young she was good at 

math
• I used glitter on certain parts of the skull
• Head paper flowers, she likes flowers
• I used cats because my grandma had 2 cats
• My grandmother like to sew
• I added a fork and spoon because she loved to cook.
• She had a garden of roses and flowers

I liked more the realistic 
portrait of me because it 
shows more detail.  The 
portrait of me is like Mona 
Lisa because it shows how I 
look.  Mona Lisa is a 
realistic picture.  I used 
details so people could tell 
it was me.  I would like to 
use symbols and a realistic 
portrait and combine them 
to make it have more 
meaning to it – like Frida 
Kahlo.

The student summarizes what she 
has learned about how to draw her 
face and appraises the symbols she 
has used in the portrait of her 
grandmother.  In her written 
statement she explains that she 
would like to combine these two 
types of portraiture by drawing 
realistically with symbols, as Frida 
Kahlo did. Additionally she can 
verbalize her appreciation for the 
Mona Lisa while also finding a 
solution for what it lacks in her 
opinion – symbolism. This student 
has masterfully reflected and 
analyzed her own work and the 
portraits studied to form her own 
unique opinion. 
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